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Carson City, Nevada

And
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And 
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Henderson, NV 89015
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

In Las Vegas:
Adam Johnson
Nora Luna 
Stavan Corbett

Jason Guinasso
Melissa Mackedon

Jacob Snow 
In Carson City:
None
Teleconference:
None
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT
None

AUTHORITY STAFF PRESENT:

In Las Vegas:
Patrick Gavin, Director, State Public Charter School Authority

Brian Scroggins, Deputy Director, State Public Charter School Authority 
Nya Berry, Education Program Professional, State Public Charter School Authority

Joan Jurgensen, Education Program Professional, State Public Charter School Authority 
In Carson City:
Angela Blair, Education Program Professional

Kimberly Smerkers-Bass, Education Program Professional

Tanya Osborne, Administrative Assistant III
Danny Peltier, Management Analyst I

LEGAL STAFF PRESENT:

In Las Vegas

Robert Whitney, Deputy Attorney General 
In Carson City 

Greg Ott, Deputy Attorney General

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE:
In Las Vegas:

Attendance Sheet Attached
In Carson City:
See attached 
Chair Johnson called the meeting to order at 8:06 am and the first order of business – then decided we were going to pause to have a litigation meeting, so there was a recess.  
Chair Johnson called the meeting back to order at 10:40 for public comment. 

Agenda Item 1 – Public Comment
None 

Chair Johnson asked the Deputy Attorney General Greg Ott to speak regarding Agenda Item #3.  

Greg Ott – So I wanted to bring the Board and the public up to speed on some recent developments. On Monday, Connections Academy filed a request to the Authority to continue today’s hearing based on a medical emergency of the mother of Connection’s counsel.   The Authority staff did not oppose, and the chair of the Authority issued an order denying that request on Tuesday. 
Then on Wednesday, which was yesterday, counsel for the Authority issued a renewed – a request for reconsideration based on some changed circumstanced with her mother and some additional offers and concessions contain   in their motion.    Counsel for Connections made the request for reconsideration.  The Authority staff, again, did not oppose.  And after consideration, the chair agreed to continue the hearing for Connections Academy and allow for this meeting to continue, but that the meeting would recess to allow Connections counsel time to appear.  And there were some other provisions in the State Public Charter School Authority order regarding scheduling and finance. 
At approximately the same time as the State Public Charter School Authority order entered, the First Judicial District Court in Carson City granted a temporary restraining order restraining the Authority from proceeding with the hearing.  Due to some provisions in the State Public Charter School Authority order not being contained in the temporary restraining order, this morning, I or last night, I drafted a motion to amend the temporary restraining order and filed it ex parte with the Court this morning after speaking with counsel for Connections last night and again this morning informing him what I was doing and why I was doing it. 

So this morning at about 10:06 and the Court granted the order amending the temporary restraining order issued March 29, 2017.  A copy of that can be included with the minutes.  And the amended order reads as follows:  “It is hereby ordered that the Court’s temporary restraining order of March 29th, 2017 is amended as provided herein.  It is further ordered that the State Public Charter School Authorities, SPCSA, meeting scheduled for March 30, 2017 is not enjoined and may proceed with any and all matters unrelated to the hearing regarding accountability for Nevada Connections Academy including allowing members of the public to make comment regarding the Nevada Connections Academy matter.   But that the State Public Charter School Authority meeting must recess prior to the commencement of any action on the Nevada Connections hearing.  
It is further ordered that Nevada Connections Academy, NCA, will be required to secure a venue or venues for a hearing at a later date for the resumption of the March 30, 2017 meeting and the commencement of the hearing regarding NCA accountability, and that such venues shall have enough space to accommodate all NCA parents and members of the public who wish to attend the hearing for the number of days commensurate with the good-faith estimates of  NCA and State Public Charter School Authority staff.  It is further ordered that Nevada Connections Academy will cover all of the costs for the agreed upon venue and cover up to $3,000 of the costs associated with the lost rental, the space obtained to accommodate this week’s hearing.” 

It is further ordered that NCA’s request for a continuance shall constitute a waiver of any right to have a hearing within 90 days as required by NRS 388A330 Subsection 3.  It is so ordered.  dated  March 30, 2017 signed by Judge Russell. 

So with that current ruling, the Authority cannot and should not proceed with the Nevada Connections hearing and must hold the meeting in recess until – well, its staff’s position that the Authority should hold the meeting in recess until such time as Connections can secure a venue in accordance with the order.  

Chair Johnson recessed the meeting at 10:51 until further notice. 

